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The drawings are objected to because the reference number "16" and associated 
lead line mentioned in the specification are not shown in any of the drawings. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 

s 

remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: on line 1 of claim 1, 
"an" should be changed to -a--. Appropriate correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

* The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 

claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The trade designation TA66GF33" is considered vague and indefinite since the 
chemical formulation of such materials is subject to change over time. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 8-11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Leason et al. 

With respect to claim 1, Leason et al disclose a transmission filter (see FIGS. 2- 
3) including a first shell 20 having an inlet opening 12, a second shell 30 having an 
outlet opening 14; the first and second shells mating with each other to form a filter 
housing, a fluid pervious centertube 60 disposed in the filter housing between the first 
and second shells such that the inlet opening communicates with the interior of the 
centertube, at least one set of registering weld posts 25, 35 on interior surfaces of the 
first and second shells, and a filter medium 50 clamped between the first and second 
shells and the centertube to form a filter surrounding the centertube through which fluid 
moving from the inlet opening to the outlet opening must pass. 
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As to claim 2, Leason et al disclose the filter material 50 as being clamped 
between the first shell 20 and the center tube 60, between the second shell 30 and the 
centertube 60, and between the first and second shells 20, 30 (see FIG. 3) to form a 
bag filter surrounding the centertube. 

Concerning claim 3, Leason et al disclose the center tube as having a mesh 
structure (see FIG. 7 and interconnecting members 61 and 63). 

Regarding claim 4, Leason et al disclose the first and second shells 20, 30 and 
the centertube 60 as being made of a thermoplastic synthetic resin material (e.g., glass 
filled nylon, see lines 1-3 of col. 7). 

As to claim 5, Leason et al disclose the synthetic resin material as being a 
thermoplastic polyamide material (e.g., glass filled nylon). 

Regarding claim 6, Leason et al disclose the synthetic resin material as being 
reinforced with glass fibers (e.g., since it is glass filled). 

Regarding claim 8, Leason et al disclose the first and second shells and 
centertube as being vibration welded together with the filter material between in a single 
welding operation (see lines 13-47 of col. 6). 

With respect to claim 9, Leason et al disclose a method of making a filter 
including providing mateable first and second synthetic resin shells 20, 30 with 
respective inlet and outlet openings 12, 14 (see FIGS. 2-3), the shells having at least 
one set of registering weld posts 25, 35 on inside surfaces thereof, disposing a central 
portion of a filter web 50 against an inside surface 40 of one of the shells 20, disposing 
a fluid pervious centertube 60 against the central portion of the filter web to clamp said 
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filter web against the one shell, wrapping the filter web around the centertube to form a 
filter bag (see lines 52-53 of col. 5), mating the other of the shells 30 with the one shell 
with the weld posts on their inside surfaces registering to form a filter housing, whereby 
a peripheral portion of the filter material is clamped between the centertube and the 
other shell (e.g., between parts 35 and 65, see FIG. 2); and welding the first and second 
shells and the centertube together in a single welding step with the filter bag clamped 
between them such that fluid moving from the inlet opening to the outlet opening must 
pass through the filter bag (see lines 13-47 of col. 6). 

Concerning claim 10, Leason et al disclose alignment apertures 58 in the filter 
material 50 as being placed placed over weld posts 28 when the filter material is placed 
in the first shell 20 to assure proper positioning of the resulting filter bag (see FIG. 9). 

As to claim 1 1 , Leason et al disclose the center tube as having a mesh structure 
(see FIG. 7 and interconnecting members 61 and 63). 

Regarding claim 13, Leason et al disclose the synthetic resin material as being a 
glass fiber reinforced polyamide material (e.g., glass filled nylon). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Leason etal. 
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Concerning claim 7, Leason et al disclose glass filled nylon but fails to specify 
33% glass fibers which applicant discloses to be PA66GF33, however, such a 
modification would have been obvious in order to optimize the mechanical properties of 
the thermoplastic for a particular application. 

Concerning claim 12, Leason et al discloses the first and second shells and the 
center tube are being made of thermoplastic synthetic resin material (e.g., glass filled 
nylon). Leason et al fail to specify the first and second shells and centertube as being 
formed by injection molding, however, such a step is well known in the art and typically 
employed in cases where mass production of plastic parts is required. It would have 
been obvious to have modified the method of Leason et al so as to have included the 
step of forming parts by injection molding as well known in the art in order to facilitate 
fabrication mass production of such parts. 

The structural relation of said welding posts being positioned within the 
perforated center tube as shown in FIG. 3 of the drawings is not taught or suggested by 
the prior art of record. Accordingly, such a limitation added to the independent claims 
would place the application in condition for allowance. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew 0. Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Matthew O Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 
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